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Proclaiming
the Kingdom of God

1

The six most powerful words in any language

were let me tell you a story.

- Ryan Mathews and Watts Wacker, What’s Your Story?

Stories are powerful

We all love good stories that have compelling
plot lines and vivid imagery. In his timeless book
Orthodoxy, G. K. Chesterton beautifully expressed,
“l had always felt life first as a story; and if there is a
story, there is a storyteller”

It's a profound reminder of the narrative nature
of our lives and the divine Author behind it all. But |
wonder how many Christians today, like G. K. Chester-
ton, feel that they are key characters in the greatest
story ever told: the grace of God’s redemptive love
through Jesus Christ and the coming of the Kingdom
of God.

The truth is that the Kingdom of God is already
here. Itis not just a promise or a hope; it has become a
reality and an experience. The Kingdom of God is not

merely an abstract idea or a faceless concept. It has a

presence and a name: Jesus Christ.

Since the arrival of Jesus Christ, the Kingdom of
God has become part of our history, taking the shape
of a story. How, then, do we proclaim the Kingdom of
God as a message of hope to every generation today?

It is to tell the story, the “old, old story” of Jesus
and His love--His life, His teaching and healing minis-
try, His death, and His resurrection. It is to share this
story with a joyful affirmation that “God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cruci-
fied” (Acts 2:36, ESV).

This old story has become the good news, the
gospel. And we are called to address our generation
as Peter spoke to his generation in Jerusalem: “As for
the word that he sent to Israel, preaching the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all)”
(Acts 10: 36, ESV)
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To make this possible, we must tell the story. As
Dr. Gabriel Fackre, a former professor at Lancaster
Theological Seminary wisely stated: “If we are to get
the story out, we must get the story straight.” This
means we need to understand the story fully to re-
cover its richness and convey it in a way that reso-
nates with our contemporary generation.

The story was celebrated as good news, which is
why it was cherished, told, retold, written, and passed

down through generations. Ultimately, the story be-

came woven into our lives, and we now live within

that Story. Christians become living letters
and new chapters of the story. As storytell-
ers, we make the story real and accessible to
everyone through the storybook, the Bible.
However, we cannot do it alone. We need a
community, i.e. the church.

In a world where we are constantly
bombarded by messages that paint it as
either harsh and violent or superficial and
commercialized, some may feel hopeless
without God, while others might naively
trust in human virtue and wisdom to lead us
to a utopia. To counter these narratives, we
must proclaim the truth of the gospel, en-
suring the church remains true to her calling
and is not reshaped by secular culture.

This calling to proclaim God’s word is a
privileged and blessed invitation. Through
our actions, we reveal the holiness and
wholeness of His Kingdom. However, this
mission cannot be accomplished by a sin-
gle local church alone. We must unite and
work together, spanning all generations, to
achieve this divine calling.

That is why from December 26 to 29 in
Baltimore, AFC will host CMC Global 2024,
with the theme “Generations on Mission To-

gether”

We are ambassadors for Christ together.

YeouCherng Bor
AFC President
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| enjoyed the movie on my long-haul flight to
Seoul to attend the Fourth Lausanne Congress held
on Sept 22-28 this fall. And it resonated with me when
a keynote speaker at the Lausanne Congress used the
story of Boys in the Boat to shed light on the theme
of the congress: “Let the Church Declare and Display
Christ Together” A key takeaway from Lausanne is
that, for the church to win for Christ, we need to act
together like a rowing crew. The same for a winning
strategy in AFC’s campus mission.

The speed of a rowing boat depends critically on
the cox who sits in the stern to call commands and
steer the boat. He is the only one in the boat to see
where the boat is heading, while the rowing crew all
look to the cox but actually with their back toward
the direction the boat is going. The key for the crew
to win is to look straight to the cox, follow his com-
mands, and row in unison! The winning strategy in
campus mission is to focus on Jesus Christ, work in

one accord, and bring about revival on campus.

2. AFC Campus Ministry Regional Highlights

God has used the four regional campus teams
mightily to reach students and to disciple them to be

followers of Christ.

2.1 East Region

In the East Region, there are exciting updates
from the Boston area. Three new student ministries
are growing at Boston College, Tufts University, and
UMass Boston, in addition to campuses that have al-
ready been reached by AFC campus staff and Chris-
tian faculty members who minister to students at Har-
vard University, MIT, Boston University, Northeastern
University, and UMass Lowell. Leading AFC's campus
ministry in the East Region is sister Hongmei Luan,
who gave up the comfort of peaceful suburban living
and moved to the bustling and high cost city of Bos-

ton last year, to be closer to university campuses and
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reach more students. God has since given her more
coworkers in amazing ways by bringing new Chris-
tian professors to Boston, opening new opportunities
with church partners, and raising student leaders.

Campus staff in the East Region also played lead-
ing roles in projects that impacted campus ministry
in all regions. Sister Sally Ma of Long Island, NY, coor-
dinated the AFC Bible Camp held at AFC Headquar-
ters this summer, with over a dozen AFC campuses
participating and two new believers receiving Christ
at the camp. Brother Benedict Wong in NYC helped to
organize the CHISTA' Retreat that attracted over 230
students this summer. Second year in its running in
the US, CHISTA has made a mark in the landscape of
campus ministry in North America. This may be best
illustrated by the revival of student ministry at Syra-
cuse University, another vibrant campus ministry in
the East Region led by Pastor Ben Zhu, whose student
team has been energized from back to back CHISTA
trips.

2.2 South Region

Many major universities in the South Region
fall in the Bible Belt where Chinese churches lend
strong support to AFC campus ministry. A highlight
is Rice University in Houston where brother Cong
Zong has recently planted a new student fellowship
with support from the Chinese ministry of the West
University Baptist Church. The fellowship has grown
from scratch to a size of over twenty this fall semes-
ter. There is also healthy growth in ministries at Bay-
lor University, UT Dallas, UNC Chapel Hill, NC State

University, and Johns Hopkins University, where AFC
campus staff serving at these campuses enjoy solid
church support.

The South Region also features some major uni-
versities with no presence of AFC campus staff, but
are on the radar of local Chinese churches. These
include universities in College Station, San Antonio,
Atlanta, Washington DC, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.
AFC Campus Ministry actively engages with church
leaders in these areas. Some of these church lead-
ers joined the AFC Campus Staff Retreat held at AFC
Headquarters this summer, fostering mutual effort to

form ministry partnerships to reach these campuses.

2.3 Midwest Region

The majority of the AFC campus team in the Mid-
west Region consists of Christian faculty members
who serve as our associate campus staff. This region is
also home to some of the largest universities in the US
in terms of student body. UIUC, Ohio State University,
Indiana University Bloomington and Purdue Univer-
sity are mega campuses with large Chinese student
concentrations. AFC Campus ministry currently only
has four full-time campus staff serving in the Mid-
west. The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
We ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers
into this harvest field. Together with brother Patrick
Wang, | visited our campus staff and church partners
in this region this fall, and joined them in prayer walks
on campuses. A plan to send more campus mission-

aries to this important region is being mapped out.

1. CHISTA stands for Chinese Students All Nations, a Chinese student retreat model developed in

South Korea and was first introduced to the US in the summer of 2023.
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2.4 West Region

The pinnacle of AFC campus ministry in the past
six months is on the West Coast. The campus team led
by Pastor Grace Chiu in the West Region successful-
ly organized its first Bible camp in LA on July 24-26,
with students leading the program, and participa-
tion by a diverse group of campuses. The greatest
achievement was the process where students who
came to Bible camps on the East Coast over the years
have now grown to be leaders for new students on
the West Coast. At the campus of USC, the number
of student co-workers has increased from 12 to 16,

and at the campus of UCLA, student coworkers have

increased from 7 to 9.

Taking the opportunity of being on the West
Coast for the Bible camp, | went north to Seattle,
Washington, to visit the Waymaker Church that was
planted by brother David Kang and his team in the
year 2022 in Northeast Seattle. David was a student
leader who was discipled at USC by Pastor Grace
Chiu. Upon his graduation, he went to work in the
high-tech industry in Seattle, and planted the Way-
maker Church with fellow young professionals right
after the pandemic. AFC Campus Ministry is actively
exploring opportunities of sending a campus staff to

the University of Washington in Seattle.

Statistics Update of Campus Ministry

Three Indexes of Campus Ministry

STUDENTS WHO CAME TO KNOW CHRIST

54*+577 =631

NEW BELIEVERS WHO WERE BAPTIZED

46*+421" =467

THOSE WHO COMPLETED DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING

135+ 1468 =1603

# Statistics collected for April - September 2024.
* Statistics collected for April 2020- March 2024.
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3. Going Forward: Mission on a Rocket

The joint mission for AFC Campus Ministry and other AFC teams is to reach the group
of age 18 to 38 for Christ. From the story of brother David Kang who grew to be a student
leader at USC, went on to work at META in Seattle, and planted the Waymaker Church that
reaches young families, we see clearly a streamlined teamwork among the AFC Campus
Ministry, the Discipleship Resource Center (DRC) that focuses on young professionals, and
the AFC Young Family Ministry. Like a rocket that launches a spaceship into orbit in stages,
Campus Ministry is the first stage in AFC’s mission by reaching students and making them
disciples, followed by the second stage to raise them to be marketplace leaders, and the
third stage to reach young families and enrich communities. By working jointly like a multi-
stage rocket, we are ambassadors for Christ on mission together.

Mission P
¢
Young
Family

Discipleship
Resource

Campus
Ministry
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Biblical Counseling Ministry

tlu@afcinc.org

AFC's Biblical Counseling Ministry was founded
in 2013 by Minister Tsun-En Lu. Initially, he followed
Christian Counseling Education Foundation and de-
veloped Chinese training programs such as Intro-
duction to Biblical Counseling, How People Change,
Changing Lives and Changing Hearts, as well as
Change and Your Relationships. Later, a two-year
training program for seed teachers was established.
This year, we are delighted to celebrate the gradu-
ation of seven seed teachers who have completed
their training: Ming Hsieh, Rose Xu, Rachel Yeung,
Hannah Chan, Yu Qiu, Jane Yu, and Lishih Cao.

We are also very grateful to announce that Sis-
ter Juliet Chou from Rutgers Christian Community
Church in New Jersey has officially joined AFC’s Dis-
cipleship Resource Center as the Biblical Counseling
Ministry Coordinator. She will continue overseeing
and guiding the seed teachers in spearheading var-
ious biblical counseling training programs. We have

- ~

E\\ A% $%L 'Ez,g‘ ]

X/EER FEPEEEERPINEE

Tsun-En Lu, Director of Discipleship Resource Center

established the “New Creation” Biblical Counseling
Fellowship, which meets twice a month for book dis-
cussion and prayer, with over 20 brothers and sisters
participating. Early next year, the seed teachers will
begin teaching the course Help Others Change.
From September 30 to October 3 this year, the
first “Biblical Counseling Teacher Retreat” was held at
AFC’s headquarters in Paradise, Pennsylvania. Practi-
tioners involved in counseling, discipleship, and pas-
toral care within Chinese churches using the biblical

F 4] Juliet Chen
¥ #71 B T Associate Staff

EEWEFTARA

Biblical Counseling Ministry Coordinator

Ichou@afcinc.org M
www.afcinc.org 4
wechat: julietchen2 JN

# & {& % % & e Ambassadors for Christ, Inc.

21 Ambassador Dr. e Paradise, PA 17562 o Tel: (717) 687-8564 » Fax: (717) 687-8891
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Dr. and Rev. Sam Andreades

Ly (Blue al Counseling Center)

counseling model were invited, with a
total of 75 participants attending both
in person and online. The retreat fea-
tured speakers on the practice of bib-
lical counseling in Chinese churches,
applied the How People Change course
in discipleship, and examined the in-
terplay of sin and suffering. It also ex-
plored the use of biblical counseling in
caring for transgender individuals and
those struggling with shame. After the
retreat, a “Caregiver Fellowship” was
established to support lay leaders and
pastoral staff who utilize biblical coun-
seling to deeply care for others.
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In AFC’s Biblical Counseling Training program, |

have learned the valuable lessons of

Refocusing on the Gospel as the Only Re-
demption for This Suffering World

Due to the entry of sin into this world, humanity
must face many hardships caused by one’s own sins
and the sins of others. Biblical counseling has taught
me not to run away from daily difficulties. Instead, |
learn to refocus on the Gospel again and again, con-
templating what the Lord Jesus has accomplished
through His work of redemption. Because of Jesus,
| now have a new identity and a new life, enabling
me to respond to each situation in a way that pleases
God.

Giving the Grace of the Gospel that Provides
the Most Genuine Hope for Ongoing Trans-
formation of Personal Life

The How People Change discipleship program
has helped me see that the greatest problem in my
life originates from my heart, which fails to worship
the one true Creator. The course readings reveal the
big picture of life transformation—showing that the
idols in my heart, which have drawn me away from
God, must be abolished through repentance, and that
| must rethink who God is and the full potential of the
new life He has given me. Through confessing my sins

- 7%
Tesumony .55

X /| &FEF Jane Yu

and repenting before God, | am running toward the
cross for deliverance. Biblical counseling does not ex-
cuse me from living in harmony with sin; no matter
how stubborn my sins are, God is always powerful
enough to remove them so | can glorify Him, as long

as | am willing to entrust my struggles to Him.

Guiding the Ministry Team Toward the Re-
formed Faith

| serve among young people, who can be con-
stantly overwhelmed by the world’s diverse voices
and shifting trends, with fragile faith easily shaken. |
find that biblical counseling, grounded in a solid doc-
trine of God and humanity, stands firm at the cross-
roads of theology and culture. It is also highly prac-
tical, providing theological and biblical answers to
contemporary issues such as depression, anxiety, and
anger. | selected a book on biblical counseling for my
ministry team to study together, to gain guidance on

the common issues we encounter in ministry.
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Baltimore Host Sites

Dec 27 & 28

Dallas, Houston
San Jose, Los Angeles,
& San Diego

Excitement is building for
Z / Catherine Roberts

CMC Global!

%Q %[AEHE :/H\:H //rf_[i—i croberts@afcinc.org
e e o N - AL
2024 EREE N FEE K

CMC Global 2024 will be held in Baltimore, MD and simulcast to 5 re-
gional host sites at the end of December. It has been 5 years since our last
in-person Chinese Mission Convention.

At CMC we are passionate about walking alongside the Chinese Church
and helping mobilize her for the Great Commission. Over the past 18 months
we have offered a series of symposia to better equip church leaders to han-

dle some of the most pressing generational issues. All of that culminates

20244 % 5 T35 2024 Annual Ministry Report
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at CMC in December when we welcome families and
the whole church to come and be equipped to work on
the Great Commission together. The Lord will use every
generation to take His Word to ends of the earth until

all have heard.
Intergenerational and Interactive

The CMC theme “Generations on Mission Together”
focuses on the collaborative effort of all generations in
carrying out God'’s mission. As we unite in Christ, each
generation contributes its distinct talents and resourc-
es to propel God’s people forward for His kingdom.
This year's convention is designed intentionally to fos-
ter connections, facilitate collaboration, and rejoice in
God'’s mighty work. CMC Global in Baltimore will feature
plenary sessions, small groups, exhibits and workshops,
in addition to networking and time for parents and their
children to interact together. We will have a Joint adult
program each evening along with Chinese program, En-
glish program, and full programs for youth and children.
Regional host sites will simulcast the Chinese & English
main speakers and provide local programming unique
to each site.*

For those in the South and West, very affordable
host sites are available in Houston, Dallas, San Diego,
Los Angeles, and San Jose. Please visit our website for

more information and to register! www.thecmc.org.

CMC Global 2024

12/26-12/29

Baltimore, MD

CMC Symposia Series

Bringing the Generations Together
Raising Up Young Leaders
Understanding Gen-Z

e Conflict Competency
o Peacemaking

o Intergenerational Synergy for Mission

[

*Check the website for Host Site program information including offered children’s programs.
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AFC Bookstore

has a new Website!
B E e HIEE AL

www.afcbook.org
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Amid many orders pouring in throughout
the year, the staff of the AFC Literature Ministry
have been busy behind the scenes this last year.
Since the retirement of long-time co-workers
Timothy and Liting Su, we have been working
with a skeleton crew. We are thankful for the ca-
pable help of a new shipping assistant Victoria
Durmaz, and a few experienced volunteers who

ship out packages every week.

1. New Website

We are excited to reveal our new website at
www.afcbook.org. This website has a much bet-
ter search engine and allows for instant updates
to the site. It allows customers to pay by Paypal,
in addition to other traditional payment meth-
ods. We are continuing to improve on some of
the functions, and hope to have an active web-

site to inform our customers of new items.
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2. Reorganization of some literature

During the past year, we have been clarifying
the purposes of the AFC Bookstore and the Chinese
Resource Ministry(formerly the Mainland Chinese
Literature Ministry). By the name, the origin of the
Mainland Chinese Literature Ministry was an out-
reach ministry to provide simplified script literature,
which was lacking in the 1990s. After 30 years, God
has done great work among the Chinese from China.

The heart of the Chinese Resource Ministry con-
tinues to be for outreach and evangelism, but not
just for mainland Chinese, but for all Chinese, includ-
ing those who read the traditional script. Being a do-
nor-supported ministry, we have been able to keep
prices of the materials low, in order to encourage
more outreach in the churches and the campuses.
Please keep partnering with the Chinese Resource
Ministry by financially supporting the work, in order
to assist the workers in the field to continue their ex-
cellent labor.

The AFC Bookstore continues to be a tremen-
dous resource of Christian materials for over 40 years
to help Chinese Christians, and pastors grow deeper
in their faith and be better equipped for the ministry.
The AFC Bookstore will continue to have books in tra-

ditional and simplified scripts.

3. Publishing New Materials - Our publish-
ing editor Allen Liu has been busy with a

number of new titles.

Extra Large Print Bible -After last year’s first pub-
lishing of AFC’s first Extra Large Print Bible, much
work has been done with new subheadings through-
out the text, a better cover, and high-quality paper.
This will be the lightest and thinnest Extra Large
Print Bible on the market, including thumb indexes
on the side. Also, in the near future, there will be a
Bilingual Chinese Union Version and ESV Bible in sim-
plified script.

In addition to the Bibles, we have been working
on outreach materials such as an apologetic book
the Truth of Evolution and Creation, and the English
version of Growing in Christ for new believers. See
the next page for more new titles that just arrived,
including Growth in Workplace Wisdom, Augustine’s
Confessions, and The Mission-Centered Life to be

available at this year’s Chinese Mission Convention.

4. Conferences

This past year we have been back on the road
joining a number of conferences throughout the
country. We have traveled to 7 different conferences
in 4 states this year. We are preparing and really look-
ing forward to the upcoming Chinese Mission Con-
vention in Baltimore this year. Please come see us

there!

9
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BEEFEHEIIFF|RE AFC STEWARDSHIP REPORT
For the Period: July 2024 to September 2024

ZT Ministries LA Revenue % Expenses #57F Balance

—f%=E T General Ministry $ 284,247 $ 196,676 $87,571
WE=T Campus Ministry $ 327,781 $ 339,288 ($11,506)
= &)JR= L Chinese Resource Ministry $57,537 $ 57,205 $332

{F&=EE / B Bookstore/Publication $132,229 $112,577 $19,652
# ANZBEKXE Chinese Mission Convention $ 47,297 $39,825 $7,472

SERIFHIST Conferences & Training Ministry $ 345,727 $401,929 (556,202)
#2%E Total $1,194,818 $1,147,499 $47,318

B XA Revenue W X Expenses

284,247
—f%=E T General Ministry ST 0

$327,781

#KEZET Campus Ministry T

BEZRET Chinese $ 57,537
Resource Ministry $ 57,205

fEEER/LIR $ 132,229
Bookstore/Publications $112,577

# A\ Z={E K Chinese Mission [EELLZLU
Convention [EELNFH

EERIEIIET Conferences & $ 345,727
Training Ministry $ 401,929
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#:AUBRSESHIBEESENFTEENRENA - MABEA/RRSIIMEASENNE - UEHEHHAFH
RIEBESTOHS - EXSHFHMNFESSHER2025F8RAEET - WIRFE » LMYLIOEBPLAERMESIRS -
HEEENSER @ IUIHEREE T  AINFLR - KREEXERNRE - EESEHS SEMOVIEEF EHE » 8]
FERRERBERARERS T - HfIHRIRFBLRES ML EBZ i A\ B EPHYE TIELK !

Note: The report only includes donations received for AFC’s operational ministry activities and not those reserved for future projects.
Above Report is un-audited. The annual audit will be conducted at the end of August 2025. Copies of audited financial reports are avail-
able upon request. Donor designated gifts, such as those to Campus Ministry or Literature, are used solely for that particular ministry.
AFC is a non-profit corporation where all proceeds, including bookstore sales, go back into our ministry work. We are so grateful for all
those who contributed and to those who remembered AFC in their wills.

#8 L iR1TFZRK Give Online: www.afcinc.org/donation
$R{TEEIN Direct Bank Withdrawal (ACH)

‘ATEIEBIIBEEET &) Employer-Matched Giving Plan

Typically if your company has a Matching Gifts or Corporate Giving

Set up an automatic bank withdrawal (ACH) on AFC'’s website or via the Program, for every dollar an employee donates to a charity, the com-
remit to give without the hassle of remembering or bothering with pany also matches a dollar to that same charity. Ask if your employer
additional paperwork. An automatic yearly/quarterly/monthly with- has such a program and include AFC in your giving.

drawal is established at your discretion and will run for as long as you

specify. You have the freedom to change it at anytime. Please see the back cover for more planned giving options.
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IRA Charitable Rollover

An IRA rollover gift allows you to support a favorite cause by
making a gift to our organization directly from your IRA. It's

a great alternative to taking the taxable “required minimum
distribution” (RMD), especially if you do not want or need extra
income or if you have reached your deduction limit.

You can use your retirement assets
to support the causes you care
about. An IRA rollover gift will allow
you to support our work today while
providing tax savings.

Eligibility Tax Considerations

To make a rollover gift, you must be at While many IRA distributions are taxable, rollover gifts are not.
least 70"2 years of age. An IRA rollover gift also allows you to give from “pre-tax” assets.
Gift Limits How the Gift is Made

Eligible individuals can give up to $100,000 Contact your IRA custodian and tell him or her you want to

per year directly from an IRA. The gift make a “qualified charitable distribution.” Or, call our office
amount will count against the donor’s RMD. and we can help.

Ideal For: Someone 702 or older who

would like to use their IRA to support

their favorite causes.

IRA ROLLOVER FORM TO IRA ROLLOVER GIFT

CUSTODIAN TO CHARITY
OBJECTIVE SOLUTION BENEFITS
You are required to take your RMD An IRA charitable roll- You avoid tax on the gift to us, your gift
but don’t need the income. over gift will allow you counts against your RMD and you get

You are looking for an easy way to to support our work.

give in support of our mission.

CONTACT US

to see the impact your gift is making.

HuiLiZZ  hli@afcinc.org



