Summary

Review for the Test


After the discussion on Life with Vision usually is the 11th lesson during which I give each participant a test.  The test questions are not included in the booklet.  They are given during the 11th lesson.  But if you are taking the course on tape, the test questions might be on the last page of the booklet.  Please do not look at the questions yet.  Review the entire Discipleship Training course.  Then answer the questions on your own.  The test is supposed to help you see if you have grasped the main principles.  Each principle is related to one another.  It is part of the entire course.  It is not just knowledge; it is the secret of a Christian life.


Before the test, I usually give the participants a brief review.  You may see the last page of the Discipleship Training booklet for the summary.  The summary reinstates the main points of the ten lessons to help the participants remember them.  Before we go to the summary, let us remember there will be a test on the song of the Bible table of content.  Then you will have to memorize them.  So part of the test does include the Bible song.  There is test also on memory verses.  In each section of the handout there was a memory verse, so memorize those verses.  Memorization is very helpful because the Holy Spirit often uses them to remind us.  There are ten topics in the course and I will divide them up into four main sections to help you remember them. 

The Source of Power

The first main section was about the source of power, and that was about your devotion time and your prayer life, how in the beginning you had your devotion and prayer time.  In the part about the devotion time we talked about how to read the Bible.  Remember we talked about three different ways of reading the Bible:  a quick reading through the Bible once, study and analyze the Bible like you do in your small Bible study group, and life-transforming reading of the Word.  The most important is the last one where you spend daily time with the Lord.  Your devotion time is not a time to study and analyze what you read.  It is a time when you read a passage and seek the Lord to speak to you through that passage.  It is a time when you commune with the Lord through His word.  You can find a verse that stands out to you and pray about it.  You may think over the verse throughout the day.  After the Discipleship Training you may still gain power from spending time with the Lord.  The secrets to devotion time:  MVP.  M was for memorize, V for visualize and P Personalize.  You do not do devotion for others.  You do it for yourself.  During the devotion time, ask yourself how the passage speaks to you.  Pray to the Lord, ask Him to use the verse to speak to you, then conclude the time with a prayer.  Finally write your devotion journal.  Do it daily.  Write down a verse or two on the things the Lord spoke to you about.  Often when you go back and read your journal you will see you were benefited from writing the journal.  This is life-transforming devotion time.


We often mistake what true prayer is; we think by prayer we change God’s mind.  But not so.  On the contrary, it is God changing us through prayer.  In prayer, you examine yourself.  If you feel you are doing something that is not God’s perfect will, it will be hard for you to continue in prayer.  If you know how to pray according to God’s will, your prayer will be full of power.  And slowly, you will be changed.  Prayer is not just you speaking, but often it is you listening to what God has to say to you.  There are many secrets to prayer and your prayer life can be vibrant.  We mentioned ACTS:  Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication.  It means you worship, repent and give thanks and intercede for others before God.  Lastly, we talked about how it is best to have a prayer schedule.  You can pray for different things everyday.  You can have different categories on your prayer list so you can pray for them in detail.  Then you can record your prayer requests in a notebook or computer so you can go back and review them to see which ones have been answered so you can give thanks to God.  For those that are not answered yet you can continue to pray for them.  If you have records of your prayer requests, you will have opportunities to give thanks and your faith will be strengthened.  We also mentioned three secrets to prayer:  detailed, frequent and urgent.  The most important is to pray according to God’s mind.  This is the prayer of faith and power.  Prayer and reading of God’s word is a way for us to come to Jesus for our nutrients.  We do not live on our own; we need to get our nutrients from the vine.  We need to abide in Him then we will bear much fruit.  

Personal Discipline

Once you have obtained this power, we come back to the second main section, that is, the disciple’s personal daily life.  This portion has four subdivisions as it is outlined in the handout.  The first is the assurance of salvation.  The reason for sharing this idea is to make sure a person is truly saved.  There is one extreme that people mistaken as salvation is that they think they are saved by going to church.  This is not right because if a person has not truly repented before Jesus and accepted Him into his heart he is not saved.   The other extreme is the person’s uncertainty about his own salvation.  So he always stays where he began.  He does not go forward.  This is not good.  We need to understand that salvation is by grace through faith.  It is not what we have done but it is God’s grace.  We accept Jesus and are willing to follow Him.  That is salvation.  But also remember that we believe and that means we obey also.  In other words, you are willing to repent in order to follow Jesus.  You are willing to live by God’s power to live the new life.  This is the assurance of salvation.  Let us read I John 5:11-13, “And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life.  These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal life, [even] unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God.”  This is the assurance of eternal life and the assurance of salvation.


After salvation, there is something wonderful to do and, that is, baptism.  Many people think baptism is just a form.  They think they should keep their belief private.  They don’t need to tell anyone.  But know that baptism itself cannot save you.  You are saved because you believe not because of your good works.  Baptism is commanded by Jesus.  God tells us we need to be baptized so it is very meaningful.  When you are immersed in water, it is as if you are buried with Jesus.  Your sin is dead with Jesus.  When you arise from the water, you are raised with Jesus.  You bear the image of Jesus.  Now you live, it is no longer you live but Christ lives in you.  So your baptism is something memorable and meaningful.  Brothers and sisters, if you have not been baptized, I encourage you to pray about it and ask God to give you strength to take a step of faith to testify before men what God has done in your life.  When you are willing, you will see how your spiritual life will grow by leaps and bounds.  You will be greatly blessed.

After baptism, I also talked about a victorious life.  What is a victorious life?  After we come to the Lord, we are saved but our spiritual life has just begun.  We are like a newborn baby and we need to be constantly growing.  What is our goal?  The goal is that we should be more and more like Jesus.  In the process, the greatest change is the inner transformation, that is, our Christian character.  It is true that our new position is in Christ, but we still have our former bad habits. There are blemishes in our character.  What should we do about them?  First we need to know that Satan has his cunning schemes to stumble us.  He always wants us to apply man’s wisdom to get what we want, our fleshly desires.  After we accepted the Lord, we need to think how to see things through God’s perspective, how should we handle different situations.  We need to let go of our natural desires/lusts and see how God see the matter.  And we need to pray, “Lord, I am willing to submit myself to your leading.  You give me strength.”  If you do this daily, you will see that your spiritual life will be stronger daily.  Others will also see the change in you.  They will wonder why you are always in such good mood.  They will see that you are becoming more and more like Jesus.  This is a life that glorifies God.  This is your victorious life.  Though we are saved by grace, but we need to make an effort on our own.  This effort is made after you believed on the Lord how you should build your life.  You are not dependent on yourself to succeed, but you are relying on God’s power.  You are willing to submit to Him and your life will manifest His life and you will be more and more like Jesus.  The key thing here is to empty yourself and allow the Holy Spirit to lead you daily.

Besides the “Victorious Life” we talked about some practical issues we face.  Sometimes we ask what is God’s will for us.  So on the individual level, our fourth topic was how to find God’s will.  We also talked about finding God’s will is not like opening a treasure box and as soon as you open it you have God’s will.  God’s will is more like a scroll that you can only know a little at a time.  God wants you to obey as you much as you know.  Then He will guide you further.  This way you will be drawn closer to the Lord each step of the way.  We talked about how you need to examine yourself when you seek God’s will.  Are you willing to follow His leading no matter what.  Are you willing to acknowledge Him in all your ways? Then He will lead you in the way as it says in Proverbs 3:5-6.  We also talked about the five secrets of seeking God’s will.  First was seeing a special vision.  Second was God’s word that it is a lamp to our feet.  It is the light in our path to guide us.  Third was seeking the counsel of the more spiritually mature and take their experience into consideration.  But of course, the final decision is still yours.  The fourth was the practical situation.  God will let the practical situation to confirm to us what is in His mind.  If you have inner peace, the Holy Spirit is working in your life. After you have found all the information you needed and you still have peace in your heart, you should go ahead and proceed.  God is merciful.  He has given us a vast boundary in which we can make our decision.  The last is that if something is very urgent, you should try to fast and pray.  You may even ask God for a sign.  When you seek a sign, you need to seek it with a humble heart.  And the sign has to be directly related to the matter for which you are seeking the Lord.  

Corporate Testimony
After we finished the topics on individual discipline and the source of power, we want to see the corporate life and the corporate testimony.  We had two parts and both had to do with the church.  First we talked about church life.  What is a church?  It is a called-out people by God.  The broad sense of the word is that all those who belong to God belong to the same church since the beginning of time and throughout the world.  The narrower meaning of the word is the place where you meet now, the place where you belong, a local church.  God wants us to attend meetings often.  Why?  We need to apply the things we learn through our relationships with brothers and sisters.  The different functions of a church:  WIFE.  Remember what it stood for?  W was for worship, I instruction, F fellowship where brothers and sisters learn to care for one another, and E evangelism.  A church needs to have vision for evangelism.  For a church to be healthy, all four need to be present.  The most important was the center of axes and that was Jesus Christ. We talked about church life and how in this life there are different functions/roles.  Some of us are pastors, some deacons to lead us and build up saints.  Each does its part to build up the body of Christ.  Church is a place where everyone is exercised and the pastor is only a coach.  We are the players.  And the audience is the world and the angels, and all those in the spiritual realm.  We need to be willing to fight a good fight for God.  Then we talked about different gifts.  Each one of us has a different gift in the church.  Some more than others but each has a gift.  We need to work with each other to build up the church.  We need to develop and discover our gifts.   If you have a gift in certain area, you will notice that you do it with ease, you enjoy it and it is effective. Others will feel good about it too.  So not only are you exercised in your gift, you feel happy about it too.  Most important of all, you edify others.  They are being built up by you.  As you do this, the entire church exalts the Lord.  So these few Es can help you discover your gifts.  

Besides the general church life, there is a very important element in this life, that is, we each need to be a good steward.  Why do I use “steward”?  Because we are but strangers and pilgrims in this world, everything in the world belongs to the Lord.  The Lord has entrusted to us things to take care of.  We need to give God an account on the things He has entrusted to us.  For example, why does the Lord want us to give financially?  He wants to train us in faith, love and hope.  When we step out in faith according to God’s word, we experience God’s amazing grace.  We do not give financially only, but we also give our time.  If we give one-tenth financially, we need to give at least 16.8 hours in time to fellowship with the Lord, or the brothers and sisters, the spiritual activities: our devotion time, going to church, going to Bible Study, taking time to visit others.  All these test our love for God.  We can say nice things, but when it comes to making decisions do we really put God first?  Tithing began with Abraham, then the twelve tribes of Israel.  The tribe of Levites is like the pastors today.  They took care of the things in the tabernacle, the holy temple.  They were not to plant in fields.  The other tribes took care of their needs.  That is tithes.  The New Testament does not state a certain percentage but Jesus said he came to fulfill the law.  He fulfilled the law of tithes.  Therefore, we need to give at least one-tenth to the church we attend.  If we want to give to the mission organizations there should be an additional fund.  You can test God in this matter if you are willing to give.  This is the only place God says you can test Him to see if He will open the window of heaven and pour out a blessing.  Often the blessing is not material but spiritual.  Many wealthy people are not happy.  There was a student of theology, a servant of the Lord who was not rich but he was very happy all the time.  He relied on the Lord for His strength.  Their children were blessed.   The most important principle in giving is willingness.  Don’t feel being imposed on in giving.  Don’t be reluctant.  God is pleased with a cheerful giver.  The more you have the more you can give.  When you are willing to give one-tenth or more, you will experience God’s power in your life.

Life with Vision

Besides the corporate testimony, we saw a bigger picture of having a life with vision.  We see the needs of people around us.  First we talked about the need of sharing the gospel.  The Great Commission was given by the Lord Jesus.  He told us to go and preach the gospel to all nations and baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all that He commanded you.  This is discipleship training.  The most important element in preaching the gospel is your attitude because there are many ways to preach the gospel.  We talked about sharing it through your life and sharing it through words.  Some you can share directly and others indirectly.  The most important is your heart.  When you step forward, it’ll be like the living water flowing through you and your spiritual life will grow tremendously.  And you will be joyful and you will feel the presence of the Holy Spirit.


However you share the gospel, remember it is not going to be successful every time.  Sometimes you will be rejected.  But you have to know that for a person to believe on the Lord takes many persons sharing the gospel with him.  Our goal is to move him one step to the right each time.  Let him become less opposed to the gospel, then from that he becomes indifferent, then maybe he is interested and finally coming to receive the Lord.  And after that, he would commit himself to the Lord and even serve Him full time.  It is one step at a time.  We help him take one step at a time.  The most important is to pray for him.  We also talked about the content of the gospel.  There is a very good message in Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”  We can share the main points of the gospel very simply:  draw a cross and ask him which side he is on.  If he is willing to go across to the other side, pray for him.  How do you pray?  One, he has to believe that God exists.   He also has to believe that he is a sinner and that Jesus is the Son of God who came to die for our sins and was raised from the dead on the third day.  Lastly, he has to receive Jesus into his life and let Him wash away his sins.  He is willing to take Jesus as Lord in his life and follow Him.  He is wiling to repent of past sins.  He confesses his sins and empties himself and let Jesus come into his heart to wash away his sins.  He wants to start his life anew.  The Lord leads him into the new life.


From sharing the gospel we extended it to the “Life with Vision”.  Our life is at the most 70 or 80 years.  How do you spend your life?  Do we live for the temporary or the eternal?  In the past, we only looked at the present.  After we come to the Lord, the word of God keeps on teaching us and the indwelling Holy Spirit keeps on reminding us.  Our life has a greater meaning, that is, it is full of eternal values.  The most important is that we bear the fruit of eternal life.  These fruits are the fruit of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the gospel.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is our character.  The fruit of the gospel is sharing the gospel so the world can have salvation of their soul.  When a person believes the Lord because of your gospel, you will be extremely happy.  After he has received the Lord, you need to help and encourage him to attend church.  Give him a Bible and tell him to have devotion time.  If he is willing, take him through the Discipleship Training.  Apply what you learned in its entirety.  It is best that you do not use the recorded tapes.  Once you have learned it, you do it yourself.  Discipleship Training is very important.  You affect a life through your own life.  The most important is not the material, but it is your love.  Pray for him.  Empty yourself.  Share your life experiences with him.  Slowly his faith will grow and he will become a victorious disciple of Jesus as well.  

Conclusion

I thank the Lord for using the Discipleship Training.  And I also thank the Lord for you for you have been very faithfully listening to this training.  May the training not only help you but it will also help those who receive help through you to reach the goal of the training, that is, the secret of multiplying the number of disciples.  All right, let us end the session with a word of prayer, “Thank you, Lord, for blessing this series of tapes.  Bless those who listen to these tapes.  May he use the material to help brothers and sisters and many others.  Lord, we thank you.  We are not worthy.  We praise you.  May you bless your kingdom and your work.  We pray in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Amen.”

