Preach the Gospel – the Great Commission
Why do we need to preach the gospel?

Why do we need to preach the gospel?  We want others to be saved through the gospel.  If we do not preach the gospel, people would not have a chance to hear the gospel.  And if they do not hear the gospel, how could they believe on the Lord?  If they do not believe on the Lord, they will go to hell, and that will be sad.  So if we want man to be saved, we need to preach the gospel because we love them.  If no one preached the gospel to us, how could we have believed?  We believe today because someone preached the gospel to us.  So we need to share the wonderful news with others.


The word “gospel” means good news.  What kind of good news?  It is that the Son of God comes to the earth to save us, to die on the cross for our sins so that if we accept Him, we shall not perish but have eternal life.  Let us read a passage about the preaching the gospel and see that it is a command from God.  The passage is what Jesus said before He ascended to heaven, Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  You see in v18 Jesus says after I am resurrected from the dead, all authority has been given Me in heaven and on earth.  Therefore you need to go.  When you go, because authority has been given to Jesus, now Jesus gives the authority to you.  With this authority, He sends us to all nations to make disciples of them.  After they become His disciples, they are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  First discipleship then baptism.  “Command them to observe all that I commanded you.”  This is discipleship training.  The way God taught us is the way we should teach others.  The way the disciples taught us is the way we should teach others.  This is the way from generation to generation.  Tell the new believers your spiritual experiences. This is what we are doing now, the discipleship training.  This way you will discover you are very close to God.  Jesus is always with us, till the end of the age.  This is the well-known Great Commission.  God commands us to preach the gospel.  This gospel needs to go to the end of the world, to all nations, to all the people including our family and friends, our fellow Chinese, and non-Chinese friends.  We do not just preach the gospel locally, but we also need to take the gospel to all the world.  Perhaps you will not go yourself, but you can pray for the missionaries and assist them financially.  And maybe one day, God will call you to go.  It is a wonderful thing if you are willing to go to a different country to preach the gospel.


I encourage you all to go and share the gospel with others.  There is another reason for this encouragement.  When you share the gospel with others, you will experience God’s sweet presence and you will grow spiritually.  Why?  Because you are in the forefront of the battle.  You are fighting a good fight for the Lord.  The Holy Spirit will be with you.  I remember a brother asking me whether he should go and share the gospel with others because he does not know much.  He had just come to the Lord recently.  He said he does not know much about the Bible and that he needed time to prepare himself.  But I told him that he should go because he will learn as he serves others.  We do not need to learn so much, or having studied the Bible so much before we share the gospel with others.   I told the brother to go and share the gospel as soon as he can.  When you share the gospel, you don’t have to use flowery words or high and lofty argument, but you should share how you were saved and how the Lord has changed after you received Him.  This is a good way of sharing the gospel.  I encourage you to go, not only because the seekers may believe because of you, but also that when you go, you are fighting a good fight for the Lord and that you will experience the presence of the Holy Spirit.  You will notice that you are full of His strength and you will grow fast in the Lord.  If you think you did not share very well, or that you did not speak appropriately, you will be motivated to study more.   So, we need to study and serve at the same time.  Do not sit there and do nothing.  When you are willing to share the gospel, there will be the living water like the river that will just flow through you.  When you are willing to be poured out for others, the living water of the Holy Spirit will flow through you more and more.    You will be full of joy.  At any rate, if you are not willing to share the gospel, you will be like the stagnant water that is clogged and becomes stinky.  Your spiritual life will be stagnant.  
Sharing the Gospel Through Your Life and Through Your Words


How do we share the gospel?  We share the gospel through our life and through our words.  Sharing the gospel through your life means you share it through your good conduct. Sharing the gospel through your words means you tell others the word of the gospel.  Which one is more important?  The answer is both are important.  If your conduct does not match what you say, people will not believe your gospel.  When they see you getting upset easily, your mistreating others, or any other personal undesirable conduct, they will not believe what you preach.  If they believe and they end up like you, it is better for them not to believe at all.  May the Lord help you that you may be changed daily through your devotion time.  May you spread around you the aroma of Christ.  When others see you, they will be in awe of how wonderfully you are leading your life and how much you are blessed by the Lord.  Then they would come and believe too because they see your life is full of power.  So you need to have an excellent personal testimony and that will tremendously help you share the gospel.   Then can I preach only through my life’s example?  No.  That is not enough.  If you don’t share with words, others will not know the source of your good conduct.  They need to understand so they can accept and share the same blessing.  Therefore both are important in sharing the gospel.  


Let us read a passage from I Peter 3:15, “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”  The passage speaks of the key element in preaching the gospel.  What does he say?  In your heart, in your daily life, you sanctify the Lord.  The center of your life is Christ.  In your work and family, you show forth good conduct.  Why?  You do things according to the word of God.  You have strength to do what he has taught you.  For example, you have a wonderful testimony at work.  You are loyal, diligent and productive.  What do others say?  They would be curious about the hope that is in you.  Why are you so different?  Why do you have such strength/ power in your life?  You should be ready at this time to give an answer.  If you are prepared, if you have regular prayer times, you are ready to give an answer.  When someone asks you, you may “give an account with gentleness and reverence.”  You need to do it gently.  You are not to criticize him.  You need to answer with gentle words, such as, “I have no strength in myself.  It is because Christ is in my heart.  Before I became a Christ, I worried about many things.  But now that I have believed in Jesus, I am full of joy.  I have strength from Him daily.  You can believe and accept Him too.  He is God and we are all sinners.  He has washed away my sins when I accepted Jesus and that is why I have strength in my life.”  If the hearer is willing, you can even lead him to pray to receive the Lord.

Three Kinds of People to Share the Gospel With


Sharing the gospel takes appropriate measures depending on who you are talking to.  Take a look at my handout:  one-time encounter with a stranger, friends and family.  We divided up into three groups.  The inner circle is the ones who are very close to you.  The closer they are to you, the more important your life testimony is to them.  The farther away they are to you, the more important it is to share with words.  For your family members, they see your daily life.  If your conduct is not that great, it will be hard for them to believe.  When we preach the gospel to our family, the most important is our conduct/behavior.  If a mother sees her daughter who used to throw a temper tantrum for no reason and now she has changed because she believed on the Lord, the mother would want to believe on the Lord too.  If you are becoming more and more like Jesus, then your life example will be more and more power to those around you.


However, there are times when you have only one encounter with a person.  For instance, on an airplane, you chat with the person sitting next to you.  You share the gospel with him and most likely he will not ever see you again.  It is at this time that your words are more important than your life testimony.   You can quickly share the gospel with him.  If he is willing to listen to you, this could be the only opportunity he hears the gospel.  So sharing with words in this example is much more effective.  But if it is a friend of yours, who see you often, then they need to your testimony.  They need to see your good conduct when you are with them whether it be playing a game together or simply spending time together.  What you normally do in your daily life could be more effective than what you tell them.  I hope our entire life speaks of the gospel.   When you care for others, and when you live the life of Christ, the words of your gospel will be very powerful.

If you are really interested in sharing the gospel, you pray for the Lord to bring you one or two people.  When you have the one or two, you pray for them.  When you have a chance, share with him your own experience of how you became a Christian and the changes God has brought in your life.  Then through your friendship you can invite him to church.  If he likes you can give him a Bible or a book on Bible stories.  When he faces problems in life, you can share with him Christian perspectives.  Share your life experiences with him.  If he becomes more interested in what you have to share, invite him to fellowships, to the conferences or to your home for dinner.  Continue to share the gospel with him.  Should God be leading him, he will come to accept the Lord.  

Goal:  Turn to the Right 


Do not be discouraged if you do not see the fruit of your labor right away.  If you look at the handout, there is a picture on Move to the Right plan.  You see there are two people, one is very opposed to the gospel, that is the one on the right.  You know a person’s spiritual state is not changed in a day or two.  It is the work of many people.  You may be one of the many who shared the gospel with him and he didn’t believe.  But when he moves to a different city, he may be reminded of what you shared and decides to check out a church or a fellowship.  In the church, someone else shares the gospel with him and he receives the Lord.  When you share the gospel, you are planting a good seed.  You don’t see the time of harvest yet, but you have played an important role.  For a person to become a Christian, it takes many people’s effort.  But the most important work is done by the Holy Spirit.  We preach the gospel and when we don’t the fruit right away, it is all right.  Don’t worry.  As long as we are willing to go out and share the gospel, we have won the battle.  Satan does not like it when we share gospel with others.  As long as we are willing and not being lazy, our willingness to save the lost souls is a battle won.  Sometimes we face oppositions, it is all right.  God gives us strength.   Sometimes people receive the Lord as the result of our sharing the gospel.  We rejoice over that.  But remember whether a person believes or not, it has to be the work of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who touches the heart of a man.  We are but servants.  We just need to be faithful to go out and do God wants us to do.


You see that “Move to the Right” plan.  For example, you have a new neighbor who has just moved in.  He didn’t like Christians before.  If you preach the gospel to him right away, he may be more opposed to Christianity.  Why?  Perhaps he had Christian friends before who were not kind to him.  He had seen bad examples.  So what should you do?  What is your goal?  Your goal is not for him to believe on the Lord right away.  Your goal is for him to move one step to the right.  Make friends with him first.  Let’s say you start by bringing him some cookies, introduce yourself.  Warmly greet him when you see him.  Invite him over for a meal.  His attitude will change.  He will realize that not all Christians are like the ones he met before.  Now he is not as opposed to Christians as before but he does not believe just yet.  He has gone from “opposition” to being cold.  


You should still pray for him.  One day, he has a fight with his wife.  He comes over to your house to talk with you.  You can then share with him your own experiences.  You were the same before.  You had a bad temper.  But after you became a Christian, the Lord has been helping you by giving the strength you need to control your bad temper.  You and your wife pray together now.  It is really helpful.  Ask him if it is all right for you to pray for him and his wife.  Generally, they will accept this kind of help.  Prayer means you care for him, right?  When he goes back, he feels a lot better.  Prayer seems to work for him.  He maybe more interested in what you have to say now.   If this is the case, give him a book or two, or a Bible.  Or, invite him over to your house to talk, or study the Bible together.  If he becomes more interested, invite him to your church’s activities like Thanksgiving dinner, a pot-luck, or a conference.  He may just come to the Lord in tears at one of these functions.  You just never know!  Praise the Lord!


He is slowly moving to the right.  Some people after they accepted the Lord they are lukewarm.  What do you do?  You have to know that accepting the Lord is not the final step.  You want to encourage them to take the discipleship training.  Let his lukewarm-ness be changed to zealous pursuit of the Lord, even to the point where he ministers to others, or even become a full-time servant of the Lord.  You have to remember that the goal of sharing the gospel does not end in the person’s acceptance of the Lord.  It is a long journey from beginning to end.  Don’t think it is simply praying the sinner’s prayer.  But know that it is a process.  Even if he does not accept the Lord now, it is all right.  As long as you are willing to go out, you will win.  Every person’s spiritual journey is a long process.  Your goal is to pray for him and let him take a step towards the right.  

Apply All Wisdom


Colossians 1:28-29, “And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.  And for this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.”  This is Paul’s exhortation.  What does he say?  We need to proclaim the Lord using all wisdom.  We admonish every man.  We can invite him out for a meal, or a conference.  We help the person and care for him.  We apply all our wisdom to care for the unsaved.  Then we teach him according to Christ so we can bring him complete to God.  You not only help the person to believe but you also help him grow in the Lord.  You pay attention here, we labor for this not by our own strength but by the might God has given within us.  We strive with all our might.  Remember that the work of the gospel is done by the strength of the Holy Spirit, not by your eloquence.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit.   God uses us the unworthy instruments for His work.  May God bless your labor in the gospel.  You may have just begun now.  You don’t know how to preach the gospel.  But it does not matter.  It is wonderful if you are willing to go out and share your own experience with others, like how you came to the Lord.  Slowly you will be more familiar with the Bible. And you will know how to lead others to Christ.  You will know how to answer important questions.  When you feel you don’t know enough, you can study more.  The more you study the more you will be able to share with others.  But don’t stop there.  Don’t wait.  You can begin sharing the gospel the day you came to the Lord.  Don’t be cold in sharing the gospel.  Work for the Lord.  There are many ways in bringing in an unsaved – you can share with the unsaved, or you can invite him to a fellowship.  You want the gospel to go to the end of the earth and let all be blessed by the gospel and be saved.

Four Tests and a One-Sentence Method

I would like to share practically how you can bring someone to the Lord.  Often I would chat with a friend.  I would want to find out their spiritual state.  I would ask, “Do you believe there is God?”  Some people would say, “I am not sure.”  Others would admit they are not sure but they would say it is more rational to believe there is a God.  They have seen enough to not deny the possibility of God’s existence.  If God does not exist, it will be hard for them to explain some difficult questions.   All right, if he believes that God possibly exists, I would ask him the second question:  Do you think you are a sinner?  Some people would say they know they have not done enough good.  Many people would admit that they have done wrong, perhaps not some big crimes, but there is pride and other bad traits.  He would probably admit that he is a sinner.  This is the second test.  The third test, I would ask, “Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?  That He was sent by God to save us, to die for our sins, then on the third He was raised from the dead?”  This is the most critical test.  This is testing the unsaved their perspective on Jesus.  Some seekers are not very sure about Jesus, but they may tell you that they have heard preaching on this topic.  They think it is reasonable that God would send His Son to die for us because we are all sinners.  This is the third test.  The fourth test, I would ask him, “If this God is so wonderful, will you want to accept Him so He can help you in your life, save you and fill your life with joy and strength?”  Often if the Holy Spirit has begun His work in the person, he will respond, “Sure, that will be fine.”  Now see I have share with you the four spiritual laws.  One, believe in God’s existence.  Second, know that you are a sinner.  Third, believe that God sent His Son to die for our sin so He can save us.  On the third day, He was resurrected from the dead.  Fourth, Are you willing to accept Him for all that He has done for you?  Are you willing to receive Him into your heart, to help you through your life?  The person may not be completely sure of everything, but if he is pretty sure about these four tests, you may lead him to pray to receive the Lord.  Often, I would apply the one-sentence method to share with him the gospel.  Then I would invite him to pray to receive the Lord.

(Note:  The detailed explanation of the One-sentence method is recorded in the Discipleship Training Notebook).

