The Books of the Bible Song

Preface

I would like to share with you two songs, the songs of the books of the New Testament and the Old Testament. I don’t know if you have ever experienced this.  Many times you listen to a sermon or you are at a Bible Study, the speaker says to turn to I Cor 1:5 or Gen 12:3 and you are very slow at getting to the right scripture.  You may even have to look the table of contents to see where the book is, or someone next to you would try to help you.  After awhile you are embarrassed to always have someone help you. Now I would introduce two songs to you.  These songs are composed of the books of the Bible.  When you sing the songs, they will help you remember the order of the books.  We will sing the song of the books of the New Testament first; then we will learn the song of the books of the Old Testament.  Please open to the front part of the discipleship training to see the song of the books of the New Testament.  Let me first tell you the main divisions of the New Testament.  Once you understand the divisions, it’ll be easier for you to sing the song.  You see in the first section, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, they are gospel books.  Then there is Acts, it is about the early church.  Next you see Romans to III John, they are the epistles from the disciples to encourage various churches.  Jude is also an epistle.  The last book is Revelation, a book of prophecies, it is about the future events in the end time.

The  New Testament

First the gospel books.  Why are they called gospel books?  Gospel means good news.  Gospel speaks of the Lord Jesus being the Savior of the world.  He came to the earth to deliver us, to wash away our sins and to take us back to the Father to have His salvation.  This is an extremely good news.  That is why they are called gospel.  Why four?  Each talks about the life of Jesus from a different angle.  Let’s say you become famous and someone wants to write your biography.  To write a biography one needs to collect information.  He will ask your spouse, your children, your teacher or student, or your friends, colleagues to know more about your personal life.  This way your biography will be more interesting and lively.  The same with the gospel books.  They look at Jesus’ life from different angles.  Matthew talks about Jesus being the long-awaited Savior of the world for the Jews.  That’s why in the beginning of Matthew there is a long list of Jesus’ genealogy.  It tells the Jews that the One they have been waiting for, the descendant of David, has finally appeared and that is Jesus.  So in Matthew Jesus is the King of the Jews, and it quotes many Old Testament references.  The second book, Mark, is a special book.  It is contrary to Matthew because the audience is the Gentiles.  So Mark seldom quotes the Old Testament.  He emphasizes the servant-hood of Jesus.  Mark refers Jesus as the Son of Man.  The Son of Man comes to serve.  So it is about Jesus serving others.  The third book, Luke, is about the humanity of Jesus.  Jesus is the perfect God and perfect Man.  Luke was a doctor.  He interviewed Jesus’ mother or disciples.  His record is precise and detailed.  The last book, John, is about the deity of Jesus.  So it mentions “In the beginning” at the start of the book to declare that Jesus existed before He came to the earth.  He is the Word in the beginning.  He is the Word that was with God.  He is the Word that is God.  Then the Word became flesh and dwell among us.  He died for us.  Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  John talks about Jesus’ deity.

After the four gospels is the book of Acts.  Acts records the events after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  He appears to His disciples before He ascends to heaven.  Before His ascension, He gives His disciples the great commission:  Go to all the world, from Jerusalem, to all Judea, to Samaria, even to the end of the earth and bring this gospel to all the peoples.  Acts records how the early church is established, from Jerusalem to all Judea, to Samaria and even many places in Europe.  The most important apostles in Acts are Peter and Paul.  Acts is better known as the acts of the Holy Spirit.  Why?  The work of the early church is the work of the Holy Spirit.  Now is the same.  Church depends on the leading of the Holy Spirit and the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is clearly seen that the work of the Holy Spirit fills the book of Acts.  It is a very good book.  


After these accounts, next is Romans.  Paul wrote all the books from Romans to Philippians.  Paul was a very wise educated man.  In modern terms, we would say he had obtained several Ph. Ds.  God used his wisdom to write the many epistles.   From Romans to II Thessalonians he wrote to the churches.  Rome and Corinth are places where they had local churches and Paul wrote to encourage and exhort them.  After I Timothy Paul wrote to different individuals.  Timothy was Paul’s spiritual son.  Titus and Philemon are different individuals.


After Pauline epistles are a collection of letters written by other apostles.  The author of Hebrews is unknown, but it was written to the Hebrews.  James, I and II Peter, I, II, and III John, and Jude are the names of the apostles.  These epistles were written to encourage and exhort the churches then.  The churches faced various persecutions from the Roman government.  Also the epistles were to teach them what to do now that they have experienced the work of the Holy Spirit and to live the life of Christ.


The last book is most amazing.  Revelation is a book of prophecies.  The churches encountered many persecutions and one time the Lord appeared to Apostle John.  The Lord gave him a vision.  He told John to write letters to the churches to tell them not to fear because the battle is done.  He says I tell you that in the end time I will come to judge.  So He allows John to see the end of the world when Jesus comes again and His glory; so the persecuted churches can be encouraged, that they may have hope.  Also the book encourages us the believers to have hope about the future events: Jesus is coming again, the glory of the new heaven and the new earth.   This is the New Testament, total of 27 books.  Let’s sing the New Testament song again.  Listen to it once and then learn to sing it slowly until you don’t have to look at the content anymore.  Memorize it so next time when you have to open to certain book you’ll have it down.

The Old Testament


Now I will introduce to you another song, the song of the books of the Old Testament.  This song is a little difficult to sing.  It is well composed by Pastor Youwang Xie.  The tune maybe a little hard to follow so please be patient.  I will sing it once then I will tell you more about the books of the Old Testament. When you understand the books in the “Song of the books of the Old Testament” it’ll be much easier for you to follow later.  It is quite different from the New Testament.  This song uses only one character for each book.  Otherwise it will be too long if the entire names are used because there are 39 books total.  The Old Testament was written over a longer period of time as well.   The New Testament covers no more than 100 years, that is, within 100 years after the birth of Jesus.  It was written in the first century.  The Old Testament was written by many prophets over a much longer period of time.  The royal and the nobles’ writings are placed together.  We all believe these [men] are inspired by God.  First, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, these five are Moses’ books for they were written by Moses.  Moses was a great prophet who led the Jews out of Egypt.  He was called by God to deliver the Jews out of their slavery in the land of Egypt.  The five books, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, are revealed by God to Moses.  They speak of the origin of the universe, the creation of the world, the election of the Israel to bless the nations, how they are to establish their nation after exodus from Egypt, how God gave His commandments so they can be different from the nations around them, how they were to keep the commandments to become a holy people to manifest the glory of God.  These five are the first books in the Old Testament.


After Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy are the historical books:  Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, I & II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.  In the time of Joshua, Judges and Ruth, there was no king in Israel.  The Lord was their king.  Later they requested God to grant them a king like the other nations.  They wanted a king to rule them, to have law and order, and to have a stronger army.  God allowed them to have a king.  In Joshua, Joshua, the successor to Moses, leads them to the land of Canaan.  He defeats the enemy and occupies the land.  In Judges, after Joshua, the nations come and attack the Jews.  When the Jews repent, the Lord raises up strong judges to deliver people from their enemies.  Then Ruth, a very interesting story, records the story of a Gentile girl.  Because of her submission and her love for the God of Israel, she follows her mother-in-law to the land of Judea.  It is a beautiful story.  After Joshua, Judges and Ruth are I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, I & II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.  During the time of Samuel, there were kings.  The first king was Saul, second King David, then Solomon.  The nation was at her strongest during the reign of Solomon, but the people of Israel admired King David the most because he followed God and God was pleased with him.  After Solomon there were two kingdoms, the northern and the southern kingdoms.  Eventually they all perished and were exiled.  The southern kingdom was captured and taken to Babylon.  Later according to God’s promise, they were brought back.  The story of their return was recorded in three books: Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.  Esther is a very interesting record of their exile from Persia.  


After the historical books are the books of wisdom: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs.  Why are they called books of wisdom?  They have much wisdom for man.  These were written in the form of poetry.  They are very interesting.  Job was written in a very early period.  It speaks of Job’s trials in suffering.  Many people like it especially those who undergo sufferings.  It is a worthwhile reading to see how to go through sufferings.  Most of the Psalms were written by King David, a king who was very close to God.  There are many excellent and beautiful psalms that praise God.  When you are sorrowful, you may use the words of the psalms to pray to God.  Psalm 23 is most well-known, “the Lord is my Shepherd”.  Proverbs has very short teachings on how to conduct ourselves, but the most important is to learn to lean on Jehovah to get wisdom. Ecclesiastes seems to be very passive.  He says, “there is nothing new under the sun.  What was before will be again.”  But there is a very important message, that is, when you are young, learn to draw near to God.  Then your life can be full of meaning.  Otherwise, you are going in circles and your life will be meaningless.  Song of Songs is a book of love.  It speaks of love between Solomon and one of his concubines.  It is a beautiful story.   So Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs we call the books of wisdom.  
After the books of wisdom are 17 prophetic books:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentation, Ezekiel and Daniel are the major prophets.  The 12 after these are minor prophets:  Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  Why the major and minor prophets?  Actually the major prophets mean they are longer books.  No one is more or less important than the other.  Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are shorter books.  There are only a few chapters in each.  Let’s first look at the major prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentation are written before the exile.  Isaiah has many wonderful prophecies regarding the coming of the Lord Jesus.  The most well known is Isaiah 53.  Jeremiah is known as a lamenting prophet.   He saw the perishing state of his nation before its exile.  So he lamented.  Lamentation is his song of grief and sorrow.  Ezekiel and Daniel were written during the exile.  Surprisingly, they are full of prophecies, from the revival of the nation to the second coming of Christ to judge the world.   Some of these prophecies are fulfilled, like the revival of the nation of Israel.  There are many still not fulfilled yet.  Perhaps during the time of exile, these prophets earnestly sought the Lord so the Lord gave them revelations to encourage them. Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentation are contemporary with I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, and I & II Chronicles.  Why did they need prophets?  A prophet is one whom God has chosen to warn the people.  He is a messenger.  A king has power but if he does not listen to the prophet he would mislead the people.  So God raised up a group of prophets to warn the king and the people to repent.  In order to prove they are messengers from God, they have the power to prophecy.  That’s why they are called prophets.  They would prophesy, “If you don’t repent, you will be persecuted, you will be exiled, but God still loves you and He will bring you back from afar.”


After the five major prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentation, Ezekiel and Daniel are the twelve minor prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah are about the events prior to the exile, and Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are events after the exile.  The Old Testament ends with these.  The following centuries God did not give any more revelations.  He was silent.  Then right after the silent period is the coming of Jesus and this is where the New Testament begins. So you see in the handout that my semicolons are very important.  The outline/division points out only the important parts and the changes in time or in category.    There is a division after Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, a division after Joshua, Judges and Ruth, then the kingdoms,  I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, I & II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, the conclusion of historical accounts.  Another division is given after Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs, the five books of wisdom. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentation, Ezekiel and Daniel are five prophetic books. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah are another division for the minor prophets prior to the exile. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were written after the exile.  There are 39 books total, Mosaic books or  the Penitude, the historical books, the wisdom books, and then the major and minor prophets.

The Link between the Old Testament and the New Testament


Next let’s talk about the link between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  The Old Testament talks about things before the coming of Jesus while the New Testament is about the events after the coming of Jesus.   The Old Testament prepares for Jesus, through the sacrifices, the blood of the lamb and the paschal lamb represents Jesus.  Genesis speaks of God’s creation of mankind.  After man sinned he is driven from the Garden of Eden.  Man continued to sin.  The flood in Genesis 6 – 9 came because of man’s great sin.  God used the flood to destroy man.  But He gave man another chance.  He chose Noah and his family, total 8 persons.  They built an ark to preserve their lives.  Then there was a new beginning.  One of Noah’s sons was Shem.  We heard that Shem went toward the east and we Chinese are his descendants.


Because man’s sinful nature, he is corrupt.  He again competed with God in building the tower of Babel.  But God confused their language so they are spread all over the world.  Therefore we have different ethnicities.  But people continued to walk away from God.  God in order to help them remember Him, He decided to choose the smallest group of the peoples.  If this group became strong the others would know My existence.  They would not forget Me and through this group I can bless other people.  He chose Abraham.   After Abraham was the people of Israel.  In the beginning Jehovah was their God.  Later they left God and chose their own king.  The kings led the people to sin.  Therefore they were punished by God and were driven out of the land of Canaan.


But God said, I will have mercy on you.  I will bring you back in the future.  So the people returned from their exile to the land of Canaan to rebuild their nation.  After their nation was rebuilt, their politics was not independent and often they were governed by other imperial nations.  The very important event took place during the Roman Empire was the birth of Jesus.  Jesus came to die for our sins.  He was resurrected.  After His resurrection, He wanted His disciples to preach the gospel to all nations till the end of time, start from Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria and to the end of the world.  Now the gospel has come to us.  We thank God.  Now is the time when grace is poured out on the Chinese.  Let’s continue the work of the gospel and hope that we Chinese people would take an active part in the missions.  Take the gospel to India and to the Islamic nations.  Let the gospel be spread on the entire globe.  The Lord Jesus says, “I will come again when the gospel has reached the end of the earth.” 

