Victorious Life
Forward


We have already talked about salvation.  Salvation and being victorious are different.  Salvation is by God’s grace by our confession of our sins.  It is not by our works, it is God’s grace.  What is victorious life? After you have received God, you need to make an effort to live the victorious life.  You need to live by God’s power, together with God, to change yourself.  This is something you have to be involved in actively.  You rely on God to change yourself to live a victorious life so you can glorify God.  Salvation is by grace, it is God’s gift.  If you are willing to accept it, and you truly confess your sins and obey God, you have it.  You don’t get it by your works.  But after you received God, you are still a spiritual baby and how can a baby grow?  There is a process.  This process involves you and God.  You need to work with God to mold you to get the characters of a Christian in you so you can be more and more like Christ.  So on the one hand, you can live a joyful and powerful life, and on the other, others can see you change and give glory to God.  This is the victorious life that glorifies God.

Revolution of the Spirit


Let us first read a passage, II Corinthians 5:17.  It says if you have received Jesus, you are a new creation in Christ.  All tings are passed away and all things have become new.  If you have truly received Jesus, you are a new creation.  All the past are gone and you are now a new creation.  We all admire the revolutionists in history, the political revolutionists who accomplished much.  But do you know what the most important revolution is?  It is not the political kind; it is not the kind that divides the landmarks.  But it is the kind that revolutionizes the spirit of man.  Being a Christian to some degree is being a revolutionist.  He revolutionizes his own life.  He changes his own life.  This is not a simple task.  He is already an adult so to change his personality is not that easy.  But in Christ you are a new creation.  The old is dead.  You change by the power of Jesus.  You are the changing agent. You are changing yourself.


Believing in Jesus is a significant revolution, a spiritual revolution, a great revolution that is more important than the political and 版圖國家 winning new territories??  Why? This is a change in the heart.  You change the people around you by changing yourself.  So here Jesus says, you are a new creation.  We are different from before.  How were we before?  Let’s read Romans 6:16.  It says every person is a slave whether he knows it or not.  Before we were slaves to the Devil, we were slaves to sin.  We probably didn’t know that.  But our behavior was in bondage to the Devil.  Often we even sin helplessly.  What about now? Now you are a new creation.  Jesus washed away your sins.  He delivered you from the bondage of the Devil.  Now you can be a new man.  You can be a slave to righteousness to holiness.  So we can either follow the Devil and sin, or we can follow God and be holy and live a victorious life.

Three Satanic Tactics:  Delusion, Carnal Lusts, and Lasciviousness?


Let’s first talk about our former life.  We lived under the control of the Devil.  We were slaves to sin.  Often we could not even control what we do because we are in bondage to sin.  Satan’s trick is very simple.  His names means “liar” or “blaspheme”.  The Devil is a fallen angel.  He was an archangel, but he rebelled against God so he was cast out of God’s presence.  The Bible says his name was Lucifer, but his other name is Satan, which means blaspheme or liar.  So what is he skilled in?  He changes what is true to false to deceive us.  He changes the truth and deceives us.  This is his skill and his method of deception.  It is his nature to lead us to sin.  He leads us away from the truth and uses what seems to be the truth to deceive us so that we sin.

Let’s read an example from the Bible.  In Gen. 3:1-7, how does Satan tempt man the first time?  His method usually is not anything new.  He applies the same tactic over and over again.  Gen. 3:1 says Satan appears as a serpent.  Please know that when we are tempted by him, we have doubts.  So what does he do in Genesis?  He says, “Has God really say, ‘You cannot eat any of the fruits in the garden?’”  He is very crafty in his questioning.  He changes God’s word slightly, “any of the fruits in the garden”.  Satan knows God does not want Adam and Eve to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  So he distorts a couple of God’s words to arouse their interest  (Gen. 3:2-3).  It says here that Eve is deceived and is tempted by Satan.  She begins to talk with the serpent, “God says, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.’” The woman learns something from Satan.  She adds something to what God said.  God only said to not eat it, but she added “not to touch it”.  Brothers and sisters, we need to be careful not to add or take away God’s word.  Satan’s tactic is to tempt us to doubt God’s word.
When Satan sees we begin to doubt God, he incites our fleshly desires.  He first leads us to doubt the truth.  Then he incites our carnal desires (Gen. 3:4-5).  He tells Eve that they can be like God knowing good and evil.  Eve begins to be curious and proud.  He sees he has succeeded in tempting Eve, so he tells her a seemingly true consequence, “You surely shall not die.” God is very clear, “In the day you eat of it, you surely shall die.”  This is speaking of spiritual death.  But Satan says, “You surely shall not die.”  You see he is very skillful in his deceptions.  First he leads her to doubt.  Are you sure you cannot eat any of the fruits in the garden?  Then, when you are incited to satisfy your fleshly desires, he gives you a specious answer, which is far from the truth, “You surely shall not die.”  He is very sly.  He does not tell a blatant lie that contradicts with the truth entirely.  Otherwise no one will be deceived.  He knows how to deceive you.  He tells you a little bit of truth.  He says you can know good and evil and you surely shall not die.  Then good, you go ahead and eat the forbidden fruit and you have fallen into his trap.

So this is the tactic Satan uses to trick us.  Once we are deceived, we sin and we will have to suffer the consequence and punishment of sin. After you sinned, you will not want to draw near to God, you would not want to see God, and you don’t dare to behold Him.  When we are not able to see God, we would break our relationship with Him.  We have no spiritual power in our lives.  At this time, it is easy for Satan to destroy us.  Know that when temptation comes, you actually would feel good in the flesh.  If this is not so, no one would want to sin.  So in order to satisfy your fleshly desires, Satan comes with a delusion that you surely should not die.  It is true after you eat the forbidden fruit you will be happy for a moment, but afterwards we have to bear the responsibilities for what we have done.  The consequence of this sin is separation from God.  Then we would fall more and more into the bondage and destruction of Satan.

I remember one time a theological instructor gave this one analogy.  He said when we depart from the truth we live in an illusion.  It is like when you go to the Disney World.  In one of the rides, Back to the Future, there is a 360-degree screen around you.  And the ride takes up down to the valley and up to the mountaintop.  It goes so fast that it makes you feel like you are really going through these places. You are excited by the things you see around you so you jolt and you scream.  Now if someone who watches you without seeing what is on the screen, all he sees is you screaming and jolting for no reason because you are still at the same spot, he would think you are out of your mind because you have not gone anywhere.  The car is only moving back and forth just a little bit. This is like Satan’s tactic.  He sets different screens around you to give you an illusion to make you react to them.  You move back and forth.  But actually you are still at the same spot.  In the past, that was our life.  We live in an illusion, a deception.  Brothers and sisters, we have come back to the truth.  Jesus says I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  Jesus says I want to tell you the truth so you would not have to live under Satan’s deception any longer.  We were under Satan’s bondage before but when we received Jesus, He changed us.  The first is that Jesus’ blood paid the debt of our sin.  He delivered us from the bondage of sin.  We are now free.  The second change is that Jesus lives in us.  Now we have the new strength to do what is right.  We have power to change ourselves.

Let me give you another example.  Maybe it does not sound so good.  Let’s say you or I were a prostitute before.  Because you owed the head of the brothel a lot of money so you were forced to be a prostitute.  You were forced to lead an immoral life.  You continue to sin and you feel real bad about it.  But you are helpless because you still owe the headmaster.  One day a good man comes around and he is willing to redeem you by paying the debt for you.  Now you are free.  But the headmaster likened to Satan here deceives you and tells you to come once in a while to make some extra money.  You don’t have to be a “professional” but it is okay to pay a visit once in awhile. 

Satan is the same.  Though we are no longer under his power of sin, he still tells us, yes, you are a Christian but you don’t have to live that life.  You can sin a little.  It is okay.  He always deceives us as though we have not been redeemed.  The Lord Jesus has delivered us from the bondage of sin. We are free.  But Satan tempts us and wants us to sin.  Once we sin, we fail and we become distant from God.  Once far away from God, we become even more defeated and we do not glorify God anymore.  Even though we have received God, Satan’s goal is still for us to sin.  He wants us to be defeated Christians who do not glorify God.
Victorious Life Comes From Reading the Life-transforming Word

Brothers and sisters, you need to know that now you are free.  You can sin and you can choose not to sin.  In the past, you had no choice but sin because you had no power to reject it.  Now, you are redeemed.  You are no longer under the bondage of sin.  You are free.  You can choose to live your former life of sin but you have to power to reject it.  You can choose to live the new life.  That is why the Bible says you are a new creation, old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new.  You don’t need to go back to the brothel to work. Jesus really has delivered you so you can be free.  You can live a holy life to glorify God.  We are now revolutionizing our own life to live a new life.  How do we live a victorious life?  Two things.  One, you need to change yourself, and, two, when you face temptations, you need to know how to overcome them.  So there are two parts to living a victorious life:  what you do on a regular basis and how you respond to temptations.  Let’s first talk about your regular daily routine, that is, how you let the Word of God change you. In other words, we need to apply the Word in our lives daily.  Let us open to James 1:22-25.  It speaks of two kinds of people.  It says here that the Bible is like a mirror.  Some people see their messy hair in the mirror and they still go to work as normal.  Others if they don’t like what they see in the mirror, they would make adjustments before they leave the house.  When we daily read the Bible, it is the same with us.  We allow the Word of God to change us, we allow it to examine us, and to teach us the ways we ought to change.  Then we pray to the Lord to give us strength to change us.  We rely on His strength to change us.  As you are changed little by little, you will notice the drastic change in your life if you consistently let the Word work in your life.  This is the daily routine I am talking about here.  

I heard of an interesting story before.  It was about two sisters.  They were not good looking so no  man pursued them.  They lost confidence.  Because they were not good-looking, they didn’t care about the way they dress either.  One day, they saw a man selling mirrors.  The man said the mirrors can change one’s life.  This is over exaggerated.  How can a cheap 10-yuan mirror change a person’s life?  However, the sisters decided to buy one anyway.  The older sister saw herself in the mirror:  her hair not combed neatly but she didn’t care.  She went to work just the same.  Day after day, she was the same.  She thought the mirror man lied to her because the mirror does not do her any good.  But the younger sister was different.  She saw herself in the mirror and made whatever needed changes.  She washed her face, combed her hair, and straightened her dress.  Then at work, her colleagues complimented her.  The younger sister was very happy and saw that after all she is not that ugly.  The mirror is pretty good.  See, people say I am pretty.  So the second day she did the same and the days after.  People at work again told her she looked better than the day before.  She began to have confidence.  She began to notice that others actually do like her.  So she presented herself daily in such fashion.   Months later, a new man came to work and saw that she has such confidence in herself.  Though she is not very pretty, but her clothes are neat and she takes initiative to talk to others.  She has good characters.  So he began to pursue her.  Later they were married.  The younger sister said the mirror has truly changed her life.  But the older sister has not changed at all and she remained single.

Not to Impose Change on Yourself but to Exchange the Old for New


What does this analogy tell us?  When we read the Bible daily, we need to examine ourselves through the Word of God.  We need to see if there is anything we need God’s help in changing us.  We need to change a little each day.  Then you will notice a big change in you.  The bad habits are being purged and the new things come into your life.  The new self through God’s power is being changed.  You know Satan is still there not letting us go.  One pastor gave this analogy one time.  He said we are like an answering machine.  If we are careless, we may put on an old message on the machine.  But once we notice it is a mistake, we change it and put in a new one, the one Jesus gives us.   In your life, you will notice that many things are like this analogy.  We need to put away the old habits and constantly put on the new.  Anytime the old habit reoccurs, you put it away and put in the new one Jesus gives you.  The more you do this, the more you will be changed to be like Jesus.

Our habits are very difficult to change.  I remember Professor ShouRen Wang’s story.  He teaches at a theological seminary.  He said there are two levels to our ways of thinking:  conscious and subconscious parts.  The conscious part is what we know.  But often what we do comes from our subconscious part, which dominates our habits.  He shared with us that after he taught in English for many years he still used Mandarin in counting.  One time he had to count the number of chairs at a conference.  He counted in Mandarin, yi, er, san, si…  though he had taught in English for many years, but his old habit was still there.  He counted in Mandarin since he was a little kid.  Now one time he went back to Taiwan to teach a theological course.  It was very difficult for him to teach it in Mandarin because he learned theology in English and his habit in teaching is using English.  Likewise in our daily life, if we live the Christian life in our conscious level, we promise we will do good but our subconsciousness is still there to affect our conduct.  So what do we do?  We need to have daily devotional time and allow that time to purge what is not spiritual and force the old out with the new.
Let me give you another example so you can understand better.  People do psychological experiments.  In this one experiment, the subject was told to sit and hear a story.  Afterwards, he was told to go to a room and sit for 30 minutes and, not to think about the story he just heard.  Guess what?  After 30 minutes, the subject was called back and was asked what he was thinking about during the 30 minutes he was in the other room.  He said he could not help but to think of the story.  The more he didn’t want to think about it, the more he did.  Then the psychologist did another experiment.  He told the subject two stories.  Then he told the subject not to think of the first story but only think of the second.  After 30 minutes, the person came back and said he only thought of the second story.  That was not a problem.  That is the way we are.  Sometimes you really do not want to do something but you do it anyway.  What is the way to overcome the subconscious habit?  It is to purge out the old with the new.  If you just continuously tell yourself not to do something, you have no strength to overcome it.  Often you would do it anyway.  So how can we change certain undesirable conduct?  We need to think of the new things.  Let the new replace the old.  Force out the old and let the new and better things fill the vacuum.  In other words, when you think of heavenly things, the earthly will be purged.  That is why the daily devotion is so vital.  This is one secret to the transforming life.  Like the old answering machine, we need to change it and put in the message of Jesus.  What we do on a regular basis, our daily devotion, is like a mirror that causes us to reflect.  We ask the Lord to help us change.  We intend to do it and we do it little by little each day.  You will notice God’s power to change you.   You will be more and more like Jesus.  You will be a victorious Christian, a powerful Christian.  This is something that can be accomplished as you practice it daily.

Imminent Temptations in the Victorious Life

Satan is always ready to tempt us.  I will tell five important ways to overcome his temptations.  They are listed in the handout: Truth, Obedience, Experience, Growth, Exaltation.  If you experience Satan’s cunning schemes of deception, the way to deal with that is to apply the truth.  How?  You take God’s perspective to see things.  What does God teach regarding the matter?  Go back to the word of God and see what God teaches.    Overcome the deception with the truth.  I call this process DVP, that is, divine viewpoint.  Let the Lord’s perspective lead you.  The second is obedience.   You need to be determined to obey immediately.  You say, well, I have a very bad temper.  What can I do?  You need to choose God’s way.  Often even though you decide to do things God’s way you have no strength to carry them out.  So you need to pray for God’s help to overcome your temptations.  When you are willing to obey, the Holy Spirit gives you strength, only if you are willing.  When you have obeyed, you have overcome the temptation and you will have great joy.  God gives you amazing joy.  You have experienced God’s great power in your life.  You have experienced God.  In the past, you would vent out your anger, but now, you have overcome it through prayer.  You experienced God’s great power working in your life.  When you obey God this way daily, you begin to grow.  You become more mature.  Your Christian character becomes stronger and stronger.  The new habit has become part of you.  Once you are used to this, the old habit is purged.  As you continue to obey the Lord this way, when you face temptations, you will know what to do, obey God and rely on His power to resist it and overcome it.  You will experience God’s great power and you will be joyful.  Your life is strengthened.  When others see you, they will know you are a victorious Christian and they will exalt God.  As you apply God’s word daily, you will affect others around you.  And you will glorify God and you have great joy in your heart.
Case #1:  Pornography


We talked about a few principles to apply when we are confronted with temptations:  truth, obedience, growth and exaltation.  Let’s take a case for example.  Let’s say toady I go to a supermarket and I see Playboy magazines.  Before I came to the Lord, I would just pick it up and take a look.  Now that I have believed on the Lord, Satan would tempt me and tell me that it does not hurt to take a look.  No one would know anyway.  He arouses your desires and tells you that this would satisfy your sexual desires.  You can use your imaginations.  It does not matter and it is not expensive.  He would use the old trick to tempt you.  At this moment, you need to stop and not allow your former ways take control of you.  If you do, you would  sin and you will feel awful.  Your relationship with the Lord will be estranged because you have bought into Satan’s cunning schemes.  What should you have done?  Tell Satan to get behind you.  Tell him you would not listen to him.  You would apply God’s perspective in the matter.  God says do not sin in your mind.  Sex is holy in a marital relationship.  You are not going to sin in your mind.  Jesus says if you even think of having sex outside of marriage you have committed adultery.  So from the perspective of the Bible, I can decide that I would not buy such a magazine.  I will control my carnal desires.  Though it is difficult at the time, but if you pray right away and the Holy Spirit gives you strength to overcome Satan’s temptation, you will be able to leave the store without it.  After you left, you will be so joyful that you have overcome this temptation.  As you overcome this time and again, you will notice you have become holy.  The pornographic magazines will have no effect on you any longer.  You have strength to overcome them.

Case #2:  Divorce
Let’s talk about another example.  Here in the States, and now in China too, that is the case of divorce.  Do married couples have problems with each other?  Certainly.  Today, the saying goes, “if two people are not happy together, why not change it to four who could be happy together.”  What does it mean?  The couple who does not have a good relationship with each other gets divorced; then each finds another spouse and thus form two couples and they are happy.  What happened here is divorce.   It is common to have problems in any marital relationship and any couple would rub each other the wrong way.  Satan tells us to get divorced.  When we lived in sin, we heard these lies.  When we were unhappy with our spouse, after we had tolerated for a long while, we thought it is best to be divorced.  This was Satan’s persuasion.  But now we read the Bible, the Bible says not to divorce, except in the extreme case of adultery.  Divorce is not something God is pleased with.  If you didn’t know that in the past, you listened to Satan’s lies that divorce is good.  But now you have the truth and you know Satan’s deception you can pray for God’s strength to help you not to divorce your spouse.  Lord, please help me.  I have no strength to overcome this.  When you are willing to obey, God will give you strength to change you and your spouse.  This way, you can experience joy.  Your family will be better in due time.  Through your love and your following God’s word, you will experience God’s great power in changing your family.  Your family will become a strong testimony and you will honor the Lord with your family.  And you will become a victorious Christian.  
I heard of a testimony about a sister who loved the Lord.  Her husband had love affairs with other women.  Actually from the perspective of the Bible, she could have divorced her husband.  But because she loved him and their children, she chose not to.  She wanted to restore their marriage.  So she prayed.  She knew her husband was unfaithful to her.  She would ask him every night where he has been and he would lie to her.  After a while, she didn’t even ask his whereabouts because she didn’t want him to double sin:  adultery and lying.  But she continued to pray steadfastly.  She prayed in tears for the restoration of their marriage.  Miraculously, her husband changed.  He repented before her and became a wonderful loving husband.  He later became a Christian and their family was a strong testimony to others.  A very sinful husband had changed.  The family was greatly blessed and was a great testimony to many.

Conclusion


Brothers and sisters, now we are a new creation in Christ.  We no longer need to allow Satan’s cunning schemes to deceive.  What we do regularly, our daily devotion time, would purge the old ways of thinking and replace them with new things, heavenly things. When we face difficulties or temptations, we need to remember to see things through the divine viewpoint, that is, apply God’s truth, through obedience, asking God’s strength to overcome them, thus experience God Himself.  This way, you will grow and exalt God.  You will become a victorious Christian.  Sometimes we will fail, when we fail, remember I John 1:9.  It says after you sinned, do not allow the Satanic lies to tell you that you are not worthy to be called a Christian, you should not go to church anymore. You have gone far away from God and once you are away from God you have no strength.  When you sin, come back and repent.  God is faithful.  He will forgive you of your sins and cleanse you from all your unrighteousness.  You start all over again.  Don’t listen to the lies of Satan that sin does not matter.  First he wants you to sin.  Then after you sin, he lies to you that you are not worthy to be a Christian.  You need to leave God because you have no strength to overcome your sin.  Don’t listen to him.  Come back to God, even if you have sinned.  You come before God and repent.  He will give you strength to become a stronger Christian.  This way, you can be a light and salt for God.  This way, you can grow from being a child to adulthood.  What does it mean?  You will be more and more like Jesus.  You will have the fragrance of Christ.  You will be a contagious example to those around you.  You will honor the Lord.  This is a great revolution which begins from within.  You want to be a revolutionary victorious Christian.  
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