Life with Vision

Introduction


I don’t know if you ever had the feeling that you are extremely busy.  But if you were asked why you are so busy, you don’t have an answer for it.   I heard of this interesting story.  We all know the subway is a very important transportation tool in Hong Kong.  One time, a man visited with his friend.  They met at a certain place.  They were really excited seeing each other because they had not seen each other for a long time.  They went out and talked and talked.  Finally, they had to part.  So they came to a subway station and it was during rush hour.  People just got off work and so the station was very crowded.  They stood there and waited for the train.  People around them could tell that they didn’t want to say goodbye to each other.  When the trained arrived, one of them got on but the other stayed on the platform.  The one who was left behind looked surprised and dumbfounded.  Someone made a comment to him, “It is all right.  You came to see your friend off.  Now you look as though you will never see your friend again.”  He replied, “Not so, my friend.  He is the one who is seeing me off.  It’s me who needed to get on.  He was shoved by others.  I needed to get on but I couldn’t.”  


Our life is the same.  Often we are very busy but lack of direction.  The Bible gives a good reminder in Proverbs 29:18, “Without vision, people perish.”  Vision here is our goal in life that God gives us.  If our life does not have a goal that comes from God, we will live an unruly life.  What do people do?  They become lazy.  A lot of times, they waste time.  They sit and do nothing.  They literally kill time, whereas others go on the other extreme.  They fill their time making money, getting a degree, or gaining more power.  But when they reflect on their life, they will discover that everything is meaningless.  All is vanity.  They are right.  They made a great effort in getting things that are temporary and not eternal.  

Life as a Performance Stage


Our life is a like a play.  Hebrews 12:1 says it well, “We have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrances, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith.”  It says in our lives there are many who surround us and watch us.  They observe what we do; these include the unsaved, the angels and even the devil.  They are watching us and see what we do.   We need to bear a good testimony.  How should we do that?  We need to lay aside our every burden, those that so easily entangle us, and then run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.   We need to have a goal.  We need to run towards this goal: let go of your burdens and run towards Jesus.  Why? There are many witnesses before us and they are bearing witness before God for us.


Brothers and sisters, what are we busy about?  Is what you have now something temporary or eternal?  You know our life is short, maybe 70 years, and if you are strong, maybe 80.  But this 70 or 80 years is nothing but a rehearsal of your eternal condition.  Just like when you go see a movie, before the movie comes on there is the preview of another movie.  This preview is our life on earth.  The real movie is yet to come.  The rehearsal shows us how we spent our 70 or 80 years.  If in the 70 years you rejected God and did what you liked, then what is your eternity going to be like?  You will be separated from God and spend your eternity in hell.  But some people even after they accepted the Lord, they live their life according to their own wishes and wants.  They have no godly goal in life.  You will notice their life is still empty.  And in the kingdom of God in the future, they will be saved and only so and no more.

Building a House


Even though we believe on the Lord, but each one of us is in a different spiritual state.  Some of us try to do what is right to honor the Lord, and still others live their life as though nothing has changed.  There is a good analogy in I Corinthians 3:10-15.  Verse 9 says, “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.”  This is talking about building a house.  Verses 10 and 11, “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it.  But let each man be careful how he builds upon it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  First, a house must have a good foundation, that is, Christ.  Verse 12 says, “Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw.”  Yes, after we come to the Lord, we have found the right foundation.  But different people apply different material to build his life. Some use the gold, silver, precious stones, and others use hay and straw.  There will come a day when each one of our work will be judged as it says in v13, “each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.”

Goal of Our life:  Bear Two Kinds of Fruit


Brothers and sisters, after we come to the Lord, how should we live our lives?  I encourage you to look at things from God’s perspective because that is the right thing to do.  We think money and degrees are eternal things but they are not.  We always hold onto the temporal things thinking those things have eternal value.  But to leave behind the most valuable thing in life is a very unwise choice.  So do you know since the foundation of the world what God thinks is the most important thing?  What is the most important thing to a person?  Simply put, it is to glorify God and to take joy in Him.  This is actually a motto of a theological school, “to glorify God and to enjoy Him.”  We glorify God in our life, and in the process of glorifying Him, we enjoy His presence.  What does God focus on in the history of whole mankind?  God cares about what we eat?  Yes.  God cares about our finance?  Yes.  What about the development in technology?  That too.  But what is the most important?  Care for the poor?  Is that most important?  But if you read the Bible, what does it say?  The Bible mainly talks about the salvation of man.  Why?  Technology will pass away.  So will poverty.  All the material things will become things of naught.  But there is one thing that will not pass away, that is, the spirit of man.

What is the most important thing in our life?  In the entire human history?  The most important thing in our life is to bear two kinds of fruit:  fruit of the Holy Spirit and fruit of the gospel.  Please see the handout for the eternal fruits.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is in Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fatefulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  This is teaching us Christian characters: gentleness, self-control, love and goodness.  Because the Holy Spirit is in us, we can live this kind of life and as we do, we will be more and more like Jesus.  What is the fruit of the gospel?  It is to preach the gospel to the end of the earth so more people can taste the goodness of the gospel and that their spirit can be saved and live eternally with God in heaven.  We especially worry about our own family.  We need to pray for them more.  We hope they will be saved.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the gospel go in hand in hand.  If you bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit, you will attract others to the Lord so your gospel will be more powerful.  On the contrary, if one does not preach the gospel, his spiritual life will only grow slowly and there will be very few fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

God has entrusted to us each a different task in our different positions.  Some of us are full-time pastors, some professors, doctors, housewives, workers and restaurant workers.  But whether you work part-time, or full-time, we need to sanctify our entire life to God.  We need to do a good job wherever we work, whether it be in teaching, in your medical practice, or homemaking.  We need manifest the beauty of God’s original intent in our work to glorify Him.  We need to enlarge our vision to see the needs of our world.  We need to help bring the gospel to the people around us.  We need to share the gospel with others to bring them to believe in the Lord.  Do you now live for yourself or do you live for the Lord?  You may still have your profession in teaching, in being a housewife, or a doctor, but your attitude is different from those who do the same job.  You want to bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the gospel.  You have joy and blessing in what you do. You feel the presence of the Lord.  When we return to our heavenly home, God will place on your head the imperishable crown.

Conclusion

Let me share a story with you to conclude this session.  Once upon a time there were two men in a village.  The village was very poor so they decided to move to a different place to live.  They heard the new place is very nice.  So they packed up and took their journey to the new place.  They walked for a long time.  About half-way there, there was a river.  So they stopped for a rest and took some food they had packed.  As they drank the water, they heard a sound.  They didn’t know where the sound came from.  But the voice told them to pick up some stones from the river and place them in their bag.  They were surprised because they didn’t know who was talking to them.  But they picked up a stone or two anyway.   Then they went on their way.  Once they reached their destination, they sat down to eat and, as they opened their bag, they noticed the stone has transformed into gold and precious stones.  Oh my, they were so happy.  But at the same time, they sighed because they did not pick up more stones.

Brothers and sisters, you have believed on the Lord.  The Lord has clearly told you that which is important and eternal and that which is temporal.  Don’t spend too much time pursuing what the world is after like money, pleasure, power and degrees.  Not that these things are bad, but don’t let them occupy your entire life.  You need to think of eternal life.  What is the most important in life?  To me, I think the most important, like it says in the Bible, is to bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit and live our life more and more like Jesus so we can glorify God and enjoy God.  And let us take on the responsibility of the salvation of the unsaved!

