Faithful Servant
Introduction:  What is the difference between giving in Christianity and giving in Buddhism?

We often say we love God.  But there are two things that will test our love for God.  The two things are money and time.  Do you faithfully tithe?  Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is, there your heart is.”  Why is giving so special in Christianity?  Buddhism talks about donations also.  We Christians give money as well.  What is the difference between the two?  Buddhists worship by burning incense and we make offerings.  What is the difference?

In Buddhism giving is to accumulate their merits.  But in Christianity we give for the things of God.  It is not the idea of exchange but it is a sign of love.  In Buddhism they claim what they have are theirs and they give as they please.  But we don’t believe that.  In Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.”  What does it mean?  Everything belongs to Jehovah.  The money you have now is not yours, it’s God’s. You may feel bad sometimes having to give because you have worked very hard for the money.  But we must understand that everything we have comes from God.  The money we have now is entrusted to us by the Lord for us to manage.  What it means is that we are stewards.  Let’s say you hired a steward. It is your house; it is not his.  But you have hired him to oversee your house.  In the same way, the money you have and everything you own come from God.  God gives them to you to manage.   He wants to see how you would use the money.  He knows your needs.  He gives it for your use, to meet the needs of your family.  He knows you need money to see a doctor when you are ill.  When you do negotiations in business, God will help you.  But remember you are but a steward.  What is one responsibility of a steward?  Tithing.  You need to give at least one-tenth of what you earn to the house of God.

The Origin of Tithe

Let us read Numbers 18:21 about the origin of tithing, “And to the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting.”  As you can see, the Israel had twelve tribes at the time, one of which was “Levites”.  What did the Levites do?  They were the priests.  They took care of the tabernacle.  To put into our modern day language, they were stewards of the church.  Because the church was their job, they were not allowed to plant in the fields, nor could they hunt.  How did they make their living?  The other tribes provided for them.  Actually, from Joseph came forth two tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh, that’s why though the Levites were set apart, there were still twelve tribes.  So these twelve tribes took care of the physical needs of the Levites.   God wanted a place for His people to worship Him and to hear His word, so there was a need for a people who would take care of the tabernacle.  The Levites were set apart and their job was to take care of the tabernacle.  How were they to provide for their own needs then?  The other tribes provided for them.  So wherever the Jews go, when they have twelve families, they begin to have a full-time priest who would provide for their spiritual need.  They believe the twelve families can provide for the priest’s physical needs.  In the same way, we need pastors.  Where do we get the money for the pastor?  When I was in the mainland, people asked me out of curiosity, “Where do you get the money to pay your pastor?  Does the government pay the pastor?”  I told them it is the brothers and sisters who love the Lord and give according to the word of God.  What God commanded has a practical application.  When we tithe faithfully, we can help the pastor better shepherd the flock in our midst.  And if there is still money remain, we can purchase Bibles and song books for others.  
Rob God

When we do not faithfully give, what does God say?  Malachi 3:6-12, “For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.  ‘From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes, and have not kept them.  Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of hosts.  ‘But you say, ‘How shall we return?’”  At the time God sent Malachi, God’s servant, a prophet, to warn the Jews that they have turned away from God.  They have disobeyed the word of God, the commandments of the Lord.  The Jews asked, “God, where have I turned away from you?”  “Will a man rob God?  Yet you are robbing Me!  But you say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’ In tithes and offerings.”  Why?  God says we rob God.  This is a very strong rebuke.  The Jews were scratching their head, “How have we robbed you?”  God told them in tithes.  You do not tithe so you have robbed Me.   “You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you!”   Pay attention!  When you do not do according to My word, curse will come upon you.  “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” the Lord of hosts says, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts.  “And all the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,” says the Lord of hosts.”  
Personal Testimony


I would like to share with you a personal testimony.  When I first started working, I was not very confident.   And I was only a mediocre Christian.  I gave offering once a month, $100-200 each time.  But I felt something was wrong but I did not want to face the issue.  But one Sunday in the morning, (our worship time was in the afternoon then), when I was still home, we turned on the TV to see the topic of the sermon that morning.  What was the pastor preaching?  That very topic we tried to avoid.  I told my wife, “God is going to speak to us this time.  There is no way of escape the issue.”  We could not change the channel.  So we prayed, “Lord, if we are wrong about this issue, please use the pastor to correct us.”

That day the pastor gave a very strong exhortation from the very passage where God says you robbed me.  I was real nervous then.  What did I rob from God?  He says if you rob Him, there is a curse on you.  Have you ever noticed that even though you make a lot of money but for some reason you are not able to save as much as you would like.  Somehow the money has gone through the hole somewhere.  I don’t know if you have ever experienced something like this.  You know there is not a significant event happening in your life where you have to spend a lot of money but the money is just not there.  Many of us have experienced this, even if you don’t believe in God.  But what is amazing about those who give faithfully is that God saves them from unnecessary expenses.   He says, “when you give faithfully, I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes.”  You will be protected by the Lord.  So that day when I heard the message, I broke out in a cold sweat.  I knew God was rebuking me.  After we heard the message, both my wife and I knelt down and repented, “God, I was not clear about tithing in the past.  I didn’t want to face the issue.  Now that you have directly told me so, I confess my sins before you.  I will faithfully give from now on.” When we calculated my income, it was not all that much.  If I really give 10%, I will not have enough for the family.  But God’s word was very clear.  So I decided, “All right, let me give the 10%.”  He says, “the Lord of hosts says:  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this.”

Test God

The Bible teaches us not to test God, but here it says to test God. “Test me now in this, if I will not open the for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.”  Really, if I gave one-tenth at that time, I knew I would not have enough because I was sending money to my parents.  But since God said so, I had to obey.  So I decided to tithe from that following week on.  It is true that God’s blessings did come and I did not lack anything.  My old car never broke down on me.  Even when I was a professor, I was still driving the same old car and it ran just fine.  Have you ever noticed that many seminary students’ cars don’t break down on them?  You can see the examples in the Old Testament as well.  When Moses led the people in the wilderness for 40 years, before they entered into the promised land, they did not have new clothes, or new shoes.  How did they survive those 40 years?  God preserved them.  You belong to God today.  You need to know that you are a steward in His house.  You need to do your part to provide for the house.  What you give has to come from a willing heart.  Let us read a passage in I Corinthians 9:7, “Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.”  Do you see that when we give, we need to give joyfully, then God will bless your offering.  Tithing is the minimum.  If you want to give in other ways, like a mission organization, missionaries, or the needy, that offering is outside of the tithes.  Tithes need to go into the storehouse wholly so that God’s house would have food, that is, your church.  The willing giver will be blessed.  The blessing may not be material but it could be spiritual as well.  

Conclusion:  A True Story

Let me share a true story with you to conclude this session.  I had a Brazilian Christian student.  He came to our school for the MA program.  He came with his family, so the tuition and living expenses were quite high for them.  Our program required a year of study and a 6-month internship.  During his internship, he was actually able to make money.  But there was one problem:  should he tithe?  If he did, he would not be able to provide for his family and pay the tuition.  After a time of struggle, he prayed and decided that he should tithe.  He really gave one-tenth of his income.  After his offering, guess what happened?  The company he worked at asked him if he could stay and help them?  And they offered him a raise!  Isn’t that amazing?  When he gave, the Lord blessed him in return right away.   He even had a raise and that was enough to pay for his tuition for the next term and living expenses for the family.  You see once he gave to the Lord, every other need was met.  


Brothers and sisters, the Lord owns all things.  Even if we don’t give, the Lord will provide for the church’s needs His way.  Why does He want us to give?  He is training us to have a thankful heart, to see if we have faith in Him.  God is God of love.  He wants us to be cheerful givers.  He wants us to be caring for the needs of others as well as the church.  

